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DEBATE FOR EFL TEACHERS

Debate is an effective tool for developing critical thinking, communication
skills, and confidence in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students. As
an EFL teacher, incorporating debates into your classroom can be an
engaging and interactive way to enhance language learning. This handy
guide provides you with step-by-step instructions on how to conduct a
successful debate session in your EFL classroom.

1. TOPIC SELECTION

Choose topics that are relevant, thought-provoking, and age-
appropriate for your students.
Consider their language proficiency level and select topics that allow
for a range of opinions and arguments.

2. PREPARING THE DEBATE

Divide the class into two teams: affirmative (for) and negative (against).
Provide resources and materials for research to both teams.
Encourage students to explore different viewpoints and gather
evidence to support their arguments.

3. FORMAT AND STRUCTURE

Explain the basic structure of a debate: opening statements, rebuttals,
and closing statements.
Teach students key debating vocabulary and phrases (e.g., "I strongly
believe that," "On the other hand," "Furthermore," etc.).
Discuss the importance of respectful and constructive arguments.
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4. OPENING STATEMENTS
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Each team selects a representative to present the opening statement.
Encourage students to clearly state their position and provide a brief

       overview of their main arguments.
Remind them to use persuasive language and connect with the
audience.

5. REBUTTALS

After the opening statements, allow each team to respond to the
      arguments made by the opposing side.

Encourage students to address specific points, provide
counterarguments,  and challenge the opposing team's position.
Remind them to remain respectful and use evidence to support their
rebuttals.

6. CROSS-EXAMINATION

Allocate time for a cross-examination session where teams can ask
      questions to clarify or challenge the opposing side's arguments.

This helps develop critical thinking skills and fosters a deeper
      understanding of the topic.

7. CLOSING STATEMENTS

Each team selects a representative to deliver the closing statement
       summarizing their main points.

Encourage students to reiterate their strongest arguments and
emphasize the key points made during the debate.
Remind them to end on a strong note and leave a lasting impression.
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EVALUATION AND FEEDBACK
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Provide feedback to each team and individual students on their
 performance.
Assess their ability to present clear arguments, respond to opposing

       viewpoints, and use persuasive language.
Encourage self-reflection and improvement for future debates.

ADDITIONAL TIPS

Promote an inclusive environment where all students feel comfortable
expressing their opinions.
Encourage active listening skills by asking students to take notes during
the debate.
Consider using a timer to ensure equal speaking time for each team
member.
Create a judging panel comprising of students or teachers to evaluate
and provide feedback on the debate.
Allow for open discussions after the debate to reinforce learning and 
encourage students to consider different perspectives.

Remember, debates are meant to be engaging and fun
while providing valuable language practice.
By incorporating debates into your EFL classroom, you can
enhance your students' language skills, critical thinking
abilities, and confidence in expressing their opinions.
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