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How can we trace our students’ 

progress online and keep track 

of all their work?



1. Emergency 

➔ Transformed teaching

➔ Transformed assessment

➔ What next?



How can we make our online 
teaching and our students’ 

learning sustainable over time?



Make student 
thinking visible! 

(And learning too!)

Visible Thinking Routines 
help make teaching and learning 

sustainable over time!



digital or e-portfolios can 
empower all students to 
learn for themselves in 
flexible, collaborative 
ways, both inside and 
outside classrooms while 
documenting learning and 
thinking processes and 
giving all students a voice



2. Digital 
portfolios

Three types

➔ Process

➔ Showcase

➔ Hybrid



Process

1 Creation
● digital books
● videos
● podcasts
● collaborative writing

2 Reflection
● time
● guiding questions
● curating structure

3 Feedback
● share
● gather ideas/considerations
● improve

Tip:
Encourage students to curate comments and screenshots 
as a demonstration of their growth during the process.



Showcase

1 Creation
● best artifact of learning
● simplistic design
● analog vs digital - smartphone camera

2 Publication
● platform
● Seesaw - class
● school/class blog or website - public

Tip:
Encourage students to publish their portfolios on social media 
(Twitter/Instagram), in order to connect with experts who might 
push their thinking further. 



Hybrid
1 Creation (same as Process)
● digital books
● videos
● podcasts
● collaborative writing
●

2 Reflection (same as Process)
● time
● guiding questions
● curating structure

Tip:
If students create portfolios every year they can continue to work 
on a project and improve their skills year after year.

3 Feedback
● video recordings explaining learning and 

thinking process
● share on Seesaw or class website
● gather ideas/considerations
● improve

 4 Publication
● showcase favourite pieces
● choose platform
● share with the world! 



3. Tools

➔ Folders for collating and sharing

➔ Collaborative walls

➔ Video for student voice

➔ Creating books



Google Drive

Create a Portfolio folder :

● Pictures 
● Documents
● Presentations
● Drawings

Share whole folder via email link with teacher / parents 



My e-portfolio on Google Drive



Padlet

A blank digital wall that students 

can add their ideas to in the form 

of videos, images, graphs and text.

www.padlet.com

http://www.padlet.com


Making thinking visible

Source: Think Big  2, Oxford University Press (2020)



Source: Think Big  2, Oxford University Press (2020)
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Flipgrid

Flipgrid is an 

easy-to-use social 

learning platform to 

engage and 

empower learners 

and teachers via 

short recorded 

videos. 

https://info.flipgrid.com/

‘Empower every learner on the planet to share their 
voice and respect the diverse voices of others.’

Flipgrid



https://info.flipgrid.com
/

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1NyPWHNCCkc9K0Jgg7nBIVD1GsbOok7fe/preview


David, age 14

Source: Think Big  2, Oxford University Press (2020)

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1p328bdWFPXPrLdYi8Mkb5brcXxvUPj-T/preview


Canva

Canva is a very simple online graphic design platform that students can use 

individually or collaboratively to create visual demonstrations of their 

learning which can be downloaded as images and shared with their peers.



Visionboards

www.canva.com

http://www.canva.com
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1t77fy1kfKcf53MSBcKfZvGQX9ZLRQk1g/preview


Screencastify 

Screencastify is a Google 
Chrome Extension that 
captures and records 
everything on the 
screen of the computer 
including the audio. It 
allows students to talk 
through the learning 
and thinking processes 
that lay behind the work 
they have produced 
while annotating the 
screen .



Documenting

www.screencastify.com

https://www.screencastify.com/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BvLRblA0SMACiXXurzgq98ugQf_rAP_b/preview


Bookcreator

Bookcreator is a 
website and app 
where students  
create their own 
books, comics and 
journals and 
publish them 
online for their 
classmates to read.



Examples

Source: Think Big  2, Oxford University Press (2020)



https://bookcreator.com Source: Think Big  2, Oxford University Press (2020)

https://bookcreator.com/


Google Docs  

Google Docs is a word 
processor that allows 
students to collaborate on 
writing tasks together in 
real time. They can help 
each other edit single 
documents and add 
comments simultaneously.  
Graphs and images can also 
be added to the documents.

https://docs.google.com

https://docs.google.com


Example 

https://docs.google.com

https://docs.google.com


Google forms 

Google Forms is an app 

that allows the teacher 

to create quizzes, 

collect students’ 

answers and display 

them in graphs or on a 

spreadsheet. 

https://docs.google.com/

https://docs.google.com/


https://docs.google.com/ Google Forms per la Scuola Secondaria di 1° Grado 
Oxford University Press

1a 2a 3a

Examples 

https://docs.google.com/


4. · Critical 
considerations

➔ Choosing tools

➔ Teaching / learning objectives

➔ Transitioning



Checklist for choosing tools

CHECK...   
✓

  X

1 User-friendly - easy to install and use on all devices

2 Free - offers free plans and won’t charge after a certain period of time

3 Creative - students can add images, videos, voice recordings and text to their work

4 Collaborative tool  - allows students to work in groups simultaneously

5 Peer feedback - lets students comment on each other’s work

6 Makes students’ thinking visible and gives them a voice 

7 Downloadable - lets you export students’ work to teacher’s Google Drive or to computer

8 Sharing - lets students share their work with their classmates or a global audience



1 Collaborate 2 Create Videos 3 Image Editing 4 Screencast 5 Publish

Book Creator
Docs

Explain Everything
Padlet
Sites
Slides

Explain Everything
FlipGrid

Screencastify
Seesaw
YouTube

Explain Everything
Slides

Explain Everything
Screencastify

Seesaw

Book Creator
Docs / Padlet

Explain Everything
FlipGrid /Seesaw

Sites /Slides
YouTube

6 Formative 
Assessment

7 Create Audio 
Files

8 Create 
Presentations

9 Create
Visionboards

10 Create Books / 
Journals

Book Creator
Flipgrid

Screencastify
SeeSaw

Book Creator
Explain Everything

FlipGrid
Seesaw

Slides
Explain Everything

Canva
Adobe Spark
Screencastify

SeeSaw

Book Creator
Docs

Explain Everything
Slides

Top Ten Uses



Transitioning
I used to…, now I…



Traditional Teaching Transformational Teaching

Teaching is standardized.    Teaching is personalized. 

Students’ compliance is dependent upon 
the threat for non-adherence. 

Students encouraged to take initiative for their 
learning and are trusted to be on- and off-task.

The content of the lessons is dictated by 
the curriculum.

Content is gathered through vetted and 
approved online resources. 

Lesson planning is rigid and curriculum 
specific

Lessons are interactive and planned according 
to students’ progress, interests and needs. 

Assessment is carried out via standardized 
tests.

Students create digital portfolios to 
demonstrate their thinking and learning.

Students complete homework in 
coursebook only.

Students complete a mix of standard homework 
and digital project work for their portfolios.  



5. ·Feedback to Feed forward
 Formative feedback:

➔ improves fluency, accuracy or 
complexity of language production

➔ motivates students and develops 
learner autonomy

Giving feedback to language learners Cambridge University Press (March 2020)



Feedback and Technology
Text-based 

feedback
Audio feedback Combined text-based 

+ audio feedback

Word processor Sound recording tools Screen-capture software

Word Docs Smartphone Laptop Screencast-
O-Matic

Snagit

Specialized audio recorders

Vocaroo Audacity



‘Feedback defines 
and exemplifies a 
teacher’s approach 
to their work: to 
teach is to provide 
feedback.’

Giving feedback to language learners Cambridge University Press (March 2020)



Giving feedback to language learners Cambridge University Press (March 2020)



Looking ahead...

2019-20 2020-21

March 2020
Survival techniques

September 2020
Back to...

October 2020
The new normal

November 2020
Extending, curating, 

enhancing skills...ours and 

theirs. Action-research. 



What students are saying
“The portfolio is great! It’s a  
bit like a time capsule and I 
will be able to look at it when 
I am old, like 50 or 
something and show my 
family. I can think that was 
me when I was at school.”

Ludo, 17

“I like to collect all my 
files and look at how 
much work I have done 
and show my parents so 
they know I’m not on 
Insta all day and can see 
all the things I can do.”

Alessia, 14

“My portfolio makes 
me feel important as 
I can see all the 
things I know. I like 
to add new things and 
I really like it when 
my friends make 
comments.”

Riccardo, 11



Keep the baby 

keep in touch! :)
smhowell@gmail.com
lisa.kesterdodgson@gmail.com

 

mailto:smhowell@gmail.com
mailto:lisa.kesterdodgson@gmail.com

