[et’s talk about talk!

How can teachers support oracy
in their classrooms?

& 79

Sarah M. Howell

Wednesday 6 April 2022



Has the pandemic

affected your
students’ oral
communication?

Think about the
guestion and then share
your ideas in the chat
box




What is Oracy?

® A neologism

Literacy Numeracy

“Oracy is the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding and
engage with others through spoken language” Voice21




Learning through and to talk

Voice 21




Impact of Oracy

Oracy increases
confidence

Oracy improves
academic outcomes

Oracy fosters Oracy equips
wellbeing students to thrive in

life beyond school

State of Speaking in Our Schools, Voice 21
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The Pandemic

Oracy after the pandemic:
what Ofsted, teachers

and young people think about
oracy

Analysis conducted by
Will Millard, Loic Menzies
and Gabi Stewart

The Centre
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OF PRIMARY OF SECONDARY
TEACHERS TEACHERS

said school closures during the
pandemic had a negative effect on
the spoken language development of
their most advantaged pupils
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said school closures during the
pandemic had a negative effect on
the spoken language development
of pupils eligible for free school meals

UNIVERSITY OF

OXFORD

F The Centre
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Across the Curriculum Talk Tactics (cards)

think
1. Oracy Framework
2. Discussion Guidelines
. 3. Protocols
Embedding Oracy 1. Groupings
5.
6.

Scaffolding

y OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



1 The Oracy Framework: Oracy .
Cambridge

frective Spoken Communicatior

4 Strands

Physical, Linguistic, Cognitive, Social and Emotional

* The oracy framework outlines the elements which underpin successful communication
skills and provides a useful tool for analysing speech.

* The framework enables students and teachers to understand what effective

communication looks like and to put strategies in place to improve specific speaking
and listening skills.

Mercer, Oracy Cambridge & School21 / Voice21, London UK

) OXFORD



1 Physical 2 Linguistic

audience awareness rhetorical techniques language
content listening and responding body language
structure clarifying & summarizing voice
working with others vocabulary confidence in speaking

) OXFORD



Available in:
® Arabic

® English
e |[talian
e Welsh

coming soon
Chinese,
Spanish...

) OXFORD

Oracy ¥
Cambridge

Vocabulary

- Appropriate vocabulary choice

Rhetorical techniques

voice 21 4




Using the
Framework
inlLl

- Utilizzo di tecniche reforiche qualila metafora,
I'umorismo, l'ironia e la mimica

Translated by Cerquoni, Howell, Kester-Dodgson

) OXFORD



2 Discussion Guidelines / \
:Always respect each other's

.. ideas
e Invisible norms

) Be prepared to change your
e Safe environment mind

e Set expectations for talk Come to a shared agreement
e Classroom culture of talk

e Students invited to contribute ideas

Invite someone to contribute
by asking a question

e Partial answers or incorrect ideas accepted \ /

e Create own set

e Build self-esteem and self-confidence

Example guidelines used by aged 7-14 pupils at School 21
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3 Protocols

CHOOSE YOUR

Protocols are rules that govern turn-taking in
a discussion. They are a valuable tool to PROTOCUL
structure talk.
THUMBS IN
1 Thumbs in: students volunteer ideas EEE:’ETM“T:%::@
2 Pass and Go: students in a circle, share ,*, PASS AND GO

60 AROUND YOUR CIRCLE, ALLOWING EACH

ideas or pass - ideal for brainstorming

3 Chaired Discussion - chair responsible for i '“\
generating productive discussions

I
L

PERSON T0 SPEAK OR TO PASS.

¥ y

CHAIRED DISCUSSION

AS A GROUP, NOMINATE ONE PERSON T0 ACT
AS CHAIR. THE CHAIR CHOOSES WHO SPEAKS,
ENSURING EVERYONE GETS A TURN. THEY
MAY ALSO BE ASKED T0 SUMMARISE THE
DISCUSSION AT THE END.

), OXFORD



. T
4 Groupings Groupings ek Fishbow
- . Similar to an onion, but the
Different groupings support T per people in the inner circle face each

different types of talk other while the people on the
outer circle observe the inner

W h O I e C I a SS TriOS circle's discussion.

. . . Talk with two other people. Alternatively, talk
d | SC u SS | O n S | m p Ose a to a partner while a third person listens in and ;
summarises or critiques the discussion. Or
. . . two people talk and the third listens in to
t | g ht re St rl Ct | O n O n summarise and critique the discussion.
the length and @ Circle Nest

Stand apart from each other and
whisper your ideas to yourself.

Gi f si le fi
number of sach offer i & circe, You can e
inside the circle, one at a time, to
contributions each
circle. If you're in the inner circle
student can make. Traverse stand back to back, facing a

speak to the whole group. On ion
hi ter circle.
Stand in two parallel lines opposite a partner on e ouler. circle. Speak

2 to a new partner by rotating the
partner. Change partners by moving one mnepr or oute)rlcircle] g
person down to the other end of the line. :

Groupings provide , '
more opportunities
for students to talk.

Form an inner circle and an outer

), OXFORD
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Video: Encouraging Academic Conversations With Talk Moves
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSI4imt0dXg&ab_channel=Edutopia

Howell & Kester Dodgson, OUP 2021

5 Talk Tactics (talk cards)

Talk role cards describe the
different roles to hold during a
group discussion.

..........
.......
.....

Inizig |5
discusione

Sviluppa pjge,
d accordo)

The students decide together
which role each member of the
group is going to take.

Then they use the stem on the
card during the discussion.

) OXFORD
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSI4imt0dXg&ab_channel=Edutopia

Linguistic: vocabulary, language

Group discussion
USIng talk Cards Social & Emotional: working with others - turn-taking

-------------------------------------- Iy
»1}3‘ Start | || ® challenge { [ @) Add
; : e : . ASVA
Inizia la s . f& sfida o : % Sviluppa l'idea
discusione * (non & d'accordo!) (& d'accordo)
: : 1 don't agree § : | agree with
with you you and
because... I think...
« I

(8 ] Think Big

Do you think Mel and Ajay have got good
routines in the morning?

e Is it difficult to find time for friends
on school days?

(8 ] Think Big

What does working in a team mean to you? Is it good to try out new sports? Why?

) OXFORD
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oY Start Add
& y Inizia la Sviluppa l'idea
discusione (é d'accordo)

Make your own talk cards!

a Challenge
Choose a card and make P o £

your own sentence stems Rl
for the levels you teach.

Write your stems in the
chat box.

Summarise

Riassuma le idee

Y OXFORD



6 Scaffolding @
BIG

e Scaffolding is a “process that enables a child or novice to solve a problem, carry out a
task or achieve a goal that would be beyond his unassisted efforts” (Wood, Bruner and
Ross 1976, 90).

e A scaffold acts as a temporary supportive structure for a student to complete a task
they otherwise could not have (Graves, Watts and Graves 1994, 44). As students
become more confident, scaffolds will be needed less and less, until eventually they are
not needed at all.

Sentence stems Modelling Key vocabulary

Copyright © by Voice 21
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My presentation checklist

Scaffolding with checklists T

|:| Presentati (nome, classe).
|:| Pensa alla persona che vuoi presentare,

i |dent|fy ste ps needed tO Eaerrai::ringgicig'ome, eta, descrizione fisica e
Complete Complex taSkS I 1 Prepare I D gljtglelci)ncf;);n;:zionisulle sue abitudini e su

D Perché per te questa persona € un eroe.
D Trova alcune immagini del tuo eroe.

i support StUdentS' 2 Write and practise
iti . |:| Organizza le tue informazioni in senso logico.
metacog n Itlve development 2 erte I:‘ Sc§vi la tua presentazione in forma di apiunti.
X D Chiedi a un compagno di leggerla e darti dei
. . a nd _' consigli.

* help build the confidence practise e e T .
and independence needed el |
for internalizing these steps [ Faila wa presentazione.

|:| Ringrazia per l'ascolto.

fOI" fUtU re taSkS I 3 Present I ? I:] Rispondi a eventuali domande dei compagni.

) OXFORD




racy in Think Big e

®™ Presentation 4: A daily routine

[ 1 Jrhinic] pair [Share]

Look at the photos. Do you know this person?
What order does he do these things in on a

typical tour day?
Warm-u d iscussion P e N
your ideas on the sticky note.

My ideas

2 @ os4 Listen to the presentation and number the photos.
Then go back to your notes in exercise 1. Are there any differences?
|____p What do you think about Ed Sheeran’s routine?

3 Prepare a presentation on the daily routine of a famous person or a person
who you know. Tick () the boxes on the checklist as you do each step. &

My presentation checklist
1 prepare (athome) €€ useit! ..

QO scegli una persona che ti piace My presentation is about
il o SO Her s apicareof er/ i1 entence stems
a :n parelnlec ur;am(o) ) ; He's / She's
" tine quot
Tova alcune informazioni sulla sua routine quotidiana e /0 ke v L gous

O Portaa scuola una foto grande. 2 ¢ Sy
2 Ve o esie st ., then .. and after that

Thank you for listening to me.

O Dai una sequenza logica alle informazioni
(es. nome, nazionalita, ordine cronologico delle attivita
che svolge, ecc.).
Scrivi la tua presentazione in forma di appunti
Chiedi a un compagno di leggerla e darti dei consigl. pe
Esercitati a presentare il tuo lavoro senza usare gli appunti ! s
b Be a smart presenter

O Mostra a foto ala classe.

O Faila tua presentazione.

Q Ringrazia per fascolto.
Rispondi a eventuali domande dei compagni

Any questions?

Step-by-Step Checklist

Ricordati di parlare ad alta

voce in modo che tutti possano
sentire quello che dici.

Prova a esercitarti con un amico
mettendovi a una certa distanza
tuno dalfaltro.

Unit 4 Pronunciation page 221 Oracy Skills scripts page 224

), OXFORD
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think

What’s the Emotion?
Talk Tokens

o o Hot Seating
Oracy In action

Silent Summariser

UUNE T U

Concept Cartoons

y OXFORD
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1 What’s the Emotion?

To be or not to be? That is the question...

Angry @ Worried 3§ Afraid <%
- -~

Excited ~~) Confused 2 o) Thoughtful [ ]

Upset <% Delighted <, o~ Tired zZ7

) OXFORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS



2 Talk tokens

Talk Tokens ensure that all students have an equal
opportunity to speak and prevent more confident
speakers from dominating the conversation.

e Each token represents a contributionin a
discussion.

e \When a student makes a contribution to a
discussion they spend their token by placing it in
the centre of the group.

® Once they have run out of tokens they can no
longer take part in the discussion.

) OXFORD




3 Hot seating

A character, or characters, is/are played by
the teacher or a students and are interviewed
by the rest of the group.

Students recount a specific event, explore
motivation and multiple
perspectives/experiences related to a theme,
topic, event, or idea/opinion etc.

) OXFORD




The story so far...

Ajay and Max are riding their skateboards along the seafront and Max accidentally
bumps into a girl called Hanna and he hurts her foot. Hanna is very angry with Max
and Max gets defensive.

On the the first day of school term, Hannah who is new, is introduced to her new
classmates. Max is one of them.

Max and Hanna aren't very happy to see each other.

On the way home from school, Max and Ajay walk past Hanna and her mum.
Hanna's mum asks Hanna who they are. Hanna reluctantly says they are her new
friends. Ajay jokes about it with Max and Max doesn't seem very happy.

The next day, Ajay gets a text from Hanna where she invites him to her
housewarming party and he shows it to Max. Max checks his cell phone, but he
hasn't received an invitation.

Kate, Ajay and Mel go to Hanna's party. Hanna is irritated because Max hasn’t
shown up.

The following Monday at school....

) OXFORD
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Story
East Dean Teens

Episode 7

) OXFORD
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\

—
3 | B Hi Max, House-warming party! P
a2, 4 { Saturday at 6 p.m. 22 Park Road. '
! = E
> . e &
= ) : o
| J East Dean Teens -« Episode 7
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You should
say sorry
to Hanna!

Hot seating

Why are you
angry with Mel?

Dovresti chiarire
non appena
possibile con
Hanna!

Come mai non
avevi visto il
messaggio di

Hanna?

What are you
ing to say
eat all your g0ing
to Hanna at
?
snackss break?

) OXFORD
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| | T g
4 Silent Summariser e o | g )
P L e

Trios

The Silent Summariser listens to a
discussion between a pair of students,
reflects on the content of the discussion
and then summarises the main points
once the pair have finished speaking. The
silent summariser improves his/her
active listening skills while learning the
skill of summarising.

) OXFORD
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The Silent Summariser

Talking point
Do you think Ajay and Mel have got good routines in the morning?

| agree/disagree with
you and | think...

[ | want to say...

Summariser:
The main points
are...

) OXFORD



5 CO nce pt Cca rtoo ns 10.4 Repetition in poetry

[We should use repetition in]
poems because it makes it T don't know why es:c:ﬂ:‘w:itz &
Concept Cartoons are simple cartoons B

that contain factual information as well

We shouldn't use repetition
because it makes poems dull
and predictable.

o

Only lazy poets
use repetition.

as misconceptions designed to generate

discussion.

We should use repetition

They engage students in focused ot el o
discussion, allow them to think more

widely and discuss their ideas, including
students who are normally reluctant to

S pea k Naylor, S. and Keogh, B. (1999). Constructivism in classroom: Theory into practice.
‘ Journal of Science Teacher Education 10 (2), 93-106

) OXFORD



I'm having a text
conversation with my friend.

G’exting isn't a conversation.

I think it is because you
take turns in talkmg

B8

It can't be a conversation

because nobody is listening.

What do YOU think?

) OXFORD

Brenda Keogh
and Stuart
Naylor
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Talk about Talk

= £ N =

Listening ladder
Talk Detectives
Harkness

Filming talk

think




1 Listening Ladder

All students have a
copy and as they
listen they identify
what skills they
have been using
while listening.

Start on bottom
rung and work up!

7 dig deeper ’

5 react

3 eye contact

1 focus

Adapted from Transforming Teaching and Learning Through Talk, Gaunt, Stott (2019)

) OXFORD

Fai un riassunto
della presentazione.

Fai delle domande per
avere piu dettagli.

Fai alcune domande
per capire meglio.

Reagisci (es. ridere ad una
barzelleta) e poi ricomporsi.

Offri cenni o brevi
parole di incoraggiamento.

Crea un contatto
visivo con chi sta parlano.

Sii calmo
e immobile.

Stai concentrato al 100%
su quella che sta dicendo
il tuo compagno.

8 summarise

6 clarify

4 encourage

2 calm & still




2 Talk Detectives

ives! 100k like?
Talk dete‘c‘:‘;‘ve_ what does g00d 0¥
Mystery .

Pesson of &OUP i

Talk Vetective

You've been selected as a talk detective for this

Mystery fo s
olve:
€ what does 900d oracy look and sound |
nd like?
lesson. Walk around the classroom and try and

Jnvited someone

Voice 21
Who, or which .
this? group is doing
Physicaj
listen in on discussions - but fry not to make
your job obvious, everyone changes how they talk
else to contribute when they know they’re being watched...

Further notes:
Are they
Try your best, and see if you can find nawes for all
the questions below.

o
clearty? KN loudly ang

Challenged 2
group member

Are they using hang gestures?

Cognitive
Who gave evidence to support their view?

Are they givi
n ]
opinions?g g reasons for their

> Linguistic

Are they usin, -
a
vocabulary g ambitioys
Who respectfully disagreed? Social ang Emotiona)
Are they tracki
in,
Are they ma 9 the speaker?
uilt o0 3
somebody else S
ideas

i
gets a turn ¢ Ing sure everyone

0 speak?

Who included someone else in the discussion?

Who asked elarifying questions?

This work, “Talk Detectives” by Voice 21, used under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 by Noisy
Classroom.

UNIVERSITY PRESS




Talk Detectives

UNIVERSITY PRESS



3 Harkness discussions

» A roundtable discussion in which
everyone has an equal voice.

 Teacher creates comfortable speaking
environment but rarely jumps in with
explanations or to fill silence.

« Students take ownership for the
conversation, and their thoughts and
opinions flows.

) OXFORD




Harkness in 3 steps s

1. Set up the environment

2. Talk to the students about
Harkness
3. Choose a tracker and start

Add observation key to
encourage quality of talk

) OXFORD
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KE
AG C
Cc !
L AS = +
Observer’s key:

?  Asks a clarifying, probing or challenging question —» Instigates a new line of conversation

+  Refers to the text to build on the discussion C Builds consensus

1 Adds an insight to build on the discussion (D Makes meaningful connections

Voice21

) OXFORD
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4 Filming Talk

Filming talk provides students and
teachers with a record that can be
analyzed.

Showing students a clip of
themselves speaking helps them
visualize their talk.

It encourages them to reflect upo
what constitutes good talk.

), OXFORD




Action!

In a Think-Pair-Share talk
task students record their
discussion with their
phones.

Then they play it back and
reflect on how effective
their discussion was and
which areas might need
improving....

) OXFORD




ou can’t talk about nothing!

p—
et’s go fly a drone! -
Are you in the phone trap? = =

Your birthday. You get a new phone. But who is the boss - you, or the phone? Play the game and find out!

m*::”“w.' B ”' Z /Z - AW &

THE MAGAZINE FOR BIG vulnx(!s

Drones are everywhere now.
They are great fun! Do you want
a special selfie? Use a drone!
Are you interested n a new sport?
Have drone races and battles!
People use drones for work, too.
They are quick, cheap and don't

jearch
scue

fears o it areacy e

100 s
ofvamtrs ypipdor

1 Don't use disposable cups. 6 Use solid soap, not liquid
o repthorseid
il R 9esses. piates or cutlery or gel.
.

Single-use plastic is bad for the
planet Don't use it

Liquid soaps need five times more
energy to make, and 20 times:

&y
i

:

]

i

seven times more gel than solid s0ap.

2 Reduce waste.

* 1t you reuse more things, there wil be &
r' higploep o g 7 Use rechargeable batteries.

‘This will save lots of money. If you

]  must use non rechargeabl bateies
3 Use less energy. 14| don't throw them in the general waste.
“Tum lights and computers off when &= Take them to a special
B i =
e charger when it it i use

% Use loss hoating and air conditioning. 8000 ok et

. e ko f  Pagn.Cotlect e
4 Eatand drink better. 4
Ten ways to Breakfast around a IDeE 15 Your classrochn M ot homs.

4 @ Et more resh.locai food - Rk your school to recycle t.
help the planet - - a the world - ?tﬂuw g 100d thousands

i s Q e ﬁgmm 9 Shop with intelligence.
what can you do? what do people eat in e Buy less plastic. Don't buy things in

" plastic bottles or containers. Alway
carry reusable shopping bags.

i other countries?
Y 5 Save water.

FLASH The mystery of sleep T 10 Drive less.
FICTION y l"‘ 1ap when you brush your teeth O?D il o ride ke Use pusic
4 e

. £ == =
% OXFORD
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Student
responses

) OXFORD
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8. Any other reasons for learning how to speak and share your thoughts confidently?

23 risposte

To be more sure of yourself and to express your ideas.

| think that speaking is important because it is the easiest way to communicate with others, so it is used a
lot by all of us. Also, if | cannot speak or share what | think with others, | could probably lose the ability to
make relationships, so the lack of speaking could have a negative effect on the social side.

to communicate with people who can't speak italian or who don't speak italian well

in the future if | go to a country where my language is not spoken | should be sure of what | am saying
to discuss with my classmates and to know what they think

To travel and to find a job

Training is the best way to be more confident with yourself and your thoughts and if you repeat a lot of
times you will share your ideas better.




Jransforming classrooms through falk....
Oracy ltaly = © etvoreo

DEBATES

trancforminag claceroome throuah talle

ORACY ITALY
Facebook Discussion group

ES @ @oracyitaly

Oracy lItaly

smhowell@gmail.com




