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Oracy .
Cambndge

The Hughes Hall Centre for Effective Spoken Communication

Underpinnings and inspirations...

Lev Vygotsky (1962) believed that
talk was the prime vehicle for
human thinking and learning, and
that speech and thought are
interdependent (knowledge as a
social construct).

Hashi Mohamed one of the
UK’s leading barristers, a
BBC broadcaster and author
on social mobility in Britain
who inspires so many with
his story of hope, ambition,
success, resilience and
adaptability. Authored
‘People like Us.”

Professor Neil Mercer’s
(1995-present) research shows
that when students learn how
to use talk to reason together,
they become better at
reasoning on their own.

Professor Robin Alexander
(2001) coined the term ‘dialogic
teaching’ and authored ‘Towards
Dialogic Teaching'.
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Today’s workshop

1. What is Oracy and why is it important?

2. Planning talk tasks

3. The oracy framework

4. The benchmarks

5. Classroom talk

6. Groupings

7. Discussion guidelines

8. Scaffolding talk

9. The Word Gap

10. Active listening

11. Talking about talk

12. Harkness discussions
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What is oracy
and why is it
important?
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\g
/ Workbook p. 3

What do we associate
with the word oracy?

Think about the question
for a minute and then
share your ideas in pairs
or small groups.
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What is Oracy?

‘[Oracy] is what the school does to support the development of students’
capacity to use speech to express their thoughts and communicate with
others, in education and in life.’

Alexander

“[Oracy] really represents the set of talk skills [...] that people, should develop,
In the same way that we would expect people to develop reading and writing
skills.

Mercer

The State of Speaking in Our Schools: Oracy in English Schools. Millard, Will & Menzies, Loic. (2016).
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What is oracy?

A neologism

Oracy is the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding
and engage with others through spoken language

Voice 21, UK
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Learning to / through talk

How talking and
thinking together gives
you better writing, &

How to be a better
speaker and interest

people with

how you’re better understanding

talking Learning Learning of key concepts
through

talk

8 Venn diagram in Transforming Teaching and Learning Through Talk, Gaunt, Stott (2019) O20RACYLAB




Why teach oracy?

EE You are the only second chance for some children to
have a rich language experience. If these children
are not getting it at school, they are not getting it. 99

Professor Neil Mercer
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What does the research say?

50% of young people from areas

) . of disadvantage suffering from
On average, teachers do 90% of the talking with individual students e el

saying approximately four words per lesson; the idea that if students charity ICAN, UK (2016)

are talking they are not learning is unfortunately still prevalent.
National Literacy Trust (2011)

Multiple reviews highlight the importance of peer
interaction during remote learning, as a way to
motivate pupils and improve outcomes.

All students should benefit from a
focus on improving oracy, not just the
most vulnerable.

charity ICAN, UK (2016) Education Endowment Foundation:Remote Learning, Rapid Evidence

Assessment (2020)

92% of teachers think school

closures (due to Covid-19) International evidence from Belgium, Holland and the USA

have contributed to a widening is consistent in showing overall progress gaps and

of the word gap. attainment gaps for disadvantaged pupils.
Oxford Language Report (2020) EEF Best evidence on impact of Covid-19 on pupil attainment (2021)
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The oracy gap

On entry to school, disadvantaged children’s spoken language
development is significantly lower than their more advantaged
peers.

Without intervention, these gaps grow, as pupils with the
strongest language skills make the most progress in all areas
of the school curriculum.

State of Speaking
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Oracy at Madani Schools, Leicester, UK
https://vimeo.com/391199120
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https://vimeo.com/391199120

Group Discussion (10 mins):

4 A

Social Academic Wellbeing, How can oracy support these areas?
il self-esteem,
mobility standards confidence A: | think oracy supports... because...
B: Yes, and...
: o Socially and Talk trio responsibilities:
Economically Employability civically - Person A and B discuss the question
above.

- Person C listens and makes brief notes
to feedback to A/B, the pair/group.

Voice 21, UK
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The impact of oracy

=. Oracy increases confidence, empowering students with the belief that their voice has
' value, developing the ability to articulate thoughts so others will listen

Oracy improves academic outcomes, developing learners who can think
@ critically, reason together and have the vocabulary to express their knowledge and
understanding

Oracy fosters wellbeing, supporting students to build successful relationships, talk
@ through issues, express feelings and resolve conflicts

X Oracy equips students to thrive in life beyond school, helping them to
m progress, access employment and engage in civic life

Voice 21, UK
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The impact of Oracy

Oracy narrows gaps, enabling disadvantaged

students to fulfill their potential
...Is the additional progress that

pupils from disadvantaged
+6 m O nth S backgrounds can make through
oral language interventions.

Source: Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) evaluation of oral language interventions.

Oracy promotes social equity, leading to a fairer society
where everyone, regardless of background, finds their
voice for success in school and in life

Voice 21, UK
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The silent summariser (trio)

4 N
4 N Linking to that ...

| think.. Building on that idea...

In my opinion.. | agree/ disagree with you
| agree/disagree with the | becagse___ Y

. statement becK %
Summariser: A
The main points you raised
were...
It sounds like you both agree
on.. Y.
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_ Y Workbook | :
— ¥  b. Why s oracy important? What d he research say? p. 4
~ N c. Reflecting Qn:currentpracti;ce oF
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Planning talk tasks
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Planning for effective talk tasks

* To formulate an argument

+ To build relationships « Groupings + Sentence stems » Feedback
» To explain reasoning » Protocols/strategies + Keywords * Metacognition
* To entertain, e.g. * Modelling

storytelling

©:ORACYLAB
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The oracy
framework
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The Oracy Framework - An introduction

The Framework divides oracy skills into four categories:

Cognitive The deliberate application of thought to what you’re saying

Knowing which words and phrases to use, and using them

Physical Making yourself heard, using your voice and body as an
instrument

Social & Engaging with the people around you; knowing you have the right

Emotional to speak

Voice 21, UK
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The Oracy Framework

Workbook p.7

Voice

- Pace of speaking

- Tonal variation

- Clarity of pronunciation
- Voice projection

Body language

- Gesture & posture
- Facial expression & eye contact

® Linguistic

Vocabulary

Appropriate vocabulary choice

Language

Register
Grammar

Rhetorical techniques

Rhetorical techniques such as
metaphor, humour, irony & mimicry

Oracy &
Cambridge

%5 Social & Emotior

Working with others

- Guiding or managing interactions
- Turn-taking

Listening & responding

- Listening actively & responding
appropriately

Confidence in speaking

- Self assurance
- Liveliness & flair

Audience awareness

- Taking account of level of
understanding of the audience

®:ORACYLAB
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f?

-
1-20
game

The Oracy Framework - Games

[

?

\_

~

J

If | ruled the

world

Articulate

-

?

J

Which

emotion?

Voice 21, UK
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Students count from 1 to 20.

If they speak at the same time,

the group has to start again!




J

| couldn’t disagree more because...

’ 1y

A=’A




Articulate

Student describes a word.
The classmates guess what word it is.




Which emotion?

ey || ectea || sad ]

[ “It’s going to snow today” J

[ nervous } { worried } [ confused }
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The Oracy Framework

) )
? ? Cognitive
— —
1-20 Articulate
game
' ? ‘ ? Physical
~— ;) Social &
If | ruled the Which Emotional
world emotion?

Voice 21, UK
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The Oracy Framework - answers

game world emotion?

Voice 21, UK
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Embedding the Framework

B | - 5 H O P
The four strands...

John Boyega has recently been moving people with the power of
his voice. Can you spot all four strands in his speech?

The Oracy Framework
Use the oracy work to stand the
p social
a Jccessful
r ffective
municatio

Voice 21, UK

©:ORACYLAB

GIVING ALL STUDENTS A VOICE




Vocabulary

Appropnate vocabulary choice

Rhetorical techniques

Hhetoncal lechrniques such as
metaphor, humour, irony & mimicry

Be the best

ASP|RATION that you can be ) b

© You gave a clear reason why Othello is relevant to a
modern audience e.g. interracial couples can
experience prejudice and racism

4 You did not finish your speech - focus on managing
your time using a timer/practicing your speech

4

Working with others
< Quiding or managing ineractons
- Tum-taking

Listening & responding
< Lislening actively & responding
appropnately

Confidence in speaking

Self assurance
< Liveliness & flair

Audience awareness

- Taking account of level of
understanding ol the audence

sl SUCCESS °;

Uses ”"Efc devices within speech (humour,

Can Sﬂlllt = -. — —
Can a L -

—— -
= e m—
¥
. =
R N T T
b N

| | Speaksata . 7]
- | Speaks with an ‘v/,' l
Speaks so words are clear and ¢an be heard \//

Speaks with hmmmandmmm

Speaks with appropriate facial expressions and eye contact 1

Uses language which is relevant to the topic in speech. 3
| Uses appropriate grammar within speech ;e ML

—
XA

A

Voice 21, UK
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Praise, feedback, encouragement...

“Physicai

o Linguistic

| Cognitlve

@ Social and emotional

Amazing, you were
speaking at just the right
volume for a trio
discussion!

Your body language
showed me that you were
very open to other
people’s ideas.

It was wonderful how you
paused just for a moment
to let what you were
saying sink in.

Great use of specialist
vocabulary, you sounded like
an expert!

| loved the image you
created of...

All of the words you choose
reinforced a sense of ...

The way you spoke made
you sound like an authority
on this.

It really helped me to
understand your thinking
when you used firstly, then,
finally.

You offered a great
challenge!

The example you gave was
particularly powerful
because...

Well done for inviting someone
into the discussion.

| know you are listening really
well because your body
language and eye contact are
showing me that.

You gave great eye contact
when you were speaking.

You spoke really passionately
and confidently. Well done!

Voice 21, UK
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The benchmarks
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Oracy Teacher Benchmarks

The Oracy Benchmarks

Voice 21

1 Set high expectations for oracy

2 Value every voice

3 Teach oracy explicitly

4 Harness oracy to elevate learning

5 Appraise progress In oracy

il
voice 21

\Voice21
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Teacher Benchmarks

. The teacher establishes and modsls ambitious and challenging
Sets h'gh norms for talk, ensuring that students understand the expectations
expectations for talk in their classroom. Opportunities for oracy ars regular,
purpossful, appropriately pitched and thoughtiully planned to ensurs
for oracy that students ars well prepared to mest expsactations.

Val The teacher supports all students to participate in, and benefit from,
alues every oracy in the classrcom. The teacher listens meaningfully to students,
voice encouraging them to develop their ideas further, and creatss a

culture in whioh students do the same.
Teaches The teacher has a strong understanding of what constitutes good
oracy in different contexts and is intentional in their teaching of oracy.

oracy They are deliberate and strategic in their planning for oracy teaching,
expli citly and tactiocally exploit opportunities to ensure their students’ skills

devsiop over tims.
The teacher considers how oracy can deepsn and enhancse

Hamnesses students' knowledge and understanding within a given subject,
oracy to domain or context. As a result, students are engaged in dialogue,
elevate both with the teacher and their peers, which encourages them to
2 articulats, justify and expand their ideas and have opportunitiss to
lear ning share, develop and consolidate their understanding through talk.

Workbook p.14

Appraises The teacher evaluates their students' progress in oracy and uses this

progress in to inform their teaching. Opportunities are created for students to
reflect on and recsive meaningful feedback on their oracy, from both

oracy the teacher and their peers.

Voice 21, UK

i
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Oracy Teacher
Self-Evaluation
Tool

Workbook pp.15-16

Sets high expectations

EVALUATION: What am | currently
doing for this benchmark?

fOl'OI'ECy
.l and challenging norms
for talk
. My d the exp for
talk in our classroom
* Opportunities for oracy are reguiar
* Opp for oracy are purposeful,
appropeately pitched thoughtfully planned
* My students are well prepared to meet
oxpoctations

Values every

voice
o | support &l students to p in, and
bm-mimt.d-momhkmd
opportunities for ooy
® | kisten meaningfully to students,

them to develop thelr ideas further

* | croate a dassroom culture in which
studerts listen meaningfully to each other
and develop each other's ldeas.

Teaches oracy
explhcitly

* | have a strong understanding of what good
oracy looks like in dfferent cortexts

* | am itertional In my teaching of oracy.

- Ilmdnlbummdwhphmhqbr

-Im‘ynpuopmrﬁmmmy
studerts’ siills develop over time.

EVALUATION: What am | currently
doing for this benchmark?

lNTEN‘I'lON Whtlwoddmodholhb
look like?

Harnesses oracy to

elevate learming
* My students deepan and their knowledge and
understanding within a ghven subject, domain or

Appraises progress
in oracy

* | evaluate my students’ progress in omcy
* | use this to inform my teaching.
* | croate opportunities for my students to
refloct on and recsive mearingful feedback on
thelr oracy

2

EVALUATION: What am | currently
doing for this benchmark?

INTENTION What would meeting this
hmark in my look like?

EVALUATION: What am | currently
doing for this benchmark?

lNTENTION Whllwoddmodhulhb
hmark in my ck look like?

ACTION: What do | need to do now? ,

: What do | need to do now?

|00} uopen|ea3-jes Jeyoea) KoriQ

ACTION: What do | need to do now?

ACTION: What do | need to do now?

INTENTION What wodd meeting this
rk in my look like?

ACTION: What do | need to do now?

®:ORACYLAB
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c. Considering the benchmarks and the framework to
us your own development p. 13

T
99999999

/

©:ORACYLAB

GIVING ALL STUDENTS A VOICE



School Benchmarks (1) e ——————————

Has an provides an effective sducation. They can articulata clear aims for

ambitious oracy which guide decision-making, allocation of resources and

vision for planning. As a result, sverybody in the school community sharss in,
understands their contribution to, and is motivated by, fulfiling the

oracy vision.

The school maximises oppoertunities for oracy for all students;

1 Have an ambitious vision for oracy I - o et e
—— mrmmr;; and is visible, showcased and celebrated

2 Build a culture of oracy o

The school's ocurriculum is intentionally designed to develop students’
1111 - .38 oracy knowledge and skills. As students move through school, the

3 Have a sustained and wide-ranging b wideranginglrfbeafeafbety s g
curriculum for oracy

for ora cy context and audiencs.

Recognises School lsaders consider how oracy can despen and enhance
- - students’ knowledgs and understandi subjects, contexts
4 Recognise oracy as central to learning B e ey i P e
> learning through talk. As a result, classroom tak is ussd skilifully to
fe"tr_‘"l LI (c./ciop students' thinking and understanding.
earning

5 Be accountable for the impact of oracy 5)

School leaders proactively sesk information to support
L= 11y 7 11] [ their understanding of the effectiveness of oracy provision
2 and its impact on students. This information is used to re-
> for the 'mpaCt fine and improve the school's approach to developing oracy.
of oracy

Foundation, a registered charity in England and Wales, registration number 1152672 Voice 21, UK
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Classroom talk
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Exploratory talk



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uHBzRhgQQ4k

Presentational talk



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dolHK1PxY2U

Think, Pair, Share

What are the differences
between Exploratory talk and
Presentational talk”?

Think about the
guestion for a minute
In pairs and then share
your ideas with
another pair.

©:ORACYLAB




Exploratory vs. presentational talk

G(ploratory talk \ /Presentational talk \

‘exploratory talk which is typical of ‘The difference between the two

the early stages of approaching new functions of talk is that in

ideas [...]JExploratory talk is hesitant presentational talk the speaker’s

and incomplete because it enables attention is primarily focused on

the speaker to try out ideas, to hear adjusting the language, content and

how they sound, to see what others manner to the needs of an audience,

make of them, to arrange information and in exploratory talk the speaker is
@d ideas into different patterns.’ J more concerned with sorting out his

or her own thoughts.’

Qarnes, 1992 /
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Exploratory talk Presentational talk

® students listen critically but e students adjust language and
constructively to each other's content to the audience’s needs
ideas

e students explore the different e students have refined their
possible answers understanding

e students share ideas and ® presentational talk comes towards
information in order to solve the end of a sequence of learning
problems and reach agreement

Exploring Talk in School, Mercer, Hodgkinson (2008) ©®<0ORACYLAB



Exploratory talk vs. Presentational talk

Exploratory talk Presentational talk

Voice 21, UK




Talk Activities

®
Zam\ Exploratory talk ‘i' Presentational talk

Developing / exploring ideas together Presenting understanding
* hot seating * presentations
e group discussions e answering teacher (presenting their understanding)
e pair-work e oral tests
* role play (open-ended) * role-play (drama)
e answering teacher * debates

(sharing partially formed ideas)

* school events (open days, plays, fairs)

47  Exploring Talk in School, Mercer, Hodgkinson (2008) ©:ORACYLAB
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Groupings
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Groupings

Neil Mercer
Emeritus Professor,
University of Cambridge

https://youtu.be/uC3AfFkLyi4



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uC3AfFkLyi4

Groupings

Workbook p.18

Groupings

Different groupings support
different types of talk

Trios

Talk with two other people. Alternatively, talk
to a partner while a third person listens in and
summarises or critiques the discussion. Or
two people talk and the third listens in to
summarise and critique the discussion.

Traverse

Stand in two parallel lines opposite a
partner. Change partners by moving one
person down to the other end of the line.

Pair

Talk to a partner

Circle

Groups of six or more people face
each other in a circle. You can step
inside the circle, one at a time, to
speak to the whole group.

Fishbowl

Similar to an onion, but the
people in the inner circle face each
other while the people on the
outer circle observe the inner
circle’s discussion.

Stand apart from each other and
whisper your ideas to yourself.

Onion

Form an inner circle and an outer
circle. If you're in the inner circle
stand back to back, facing a
partner on the outer circle. Speak
to a new partner by rotating the
inner or outer circle.

Nest

sORACYLAB
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Discussion
Guidelines
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Discussion Guidelines

e Invisible norms

o Safe environment

o Set expectations for talk

e Classroom culture of talk

o Students invited to contribute ideas

o Build self-esteem and self-confidence

o Partial answers or incorrect ideas accepted

e Create own set




Observing talk

Video Link

1. Watch the video clip. Look for GOOD/BAD
examples of talk.
Think about the PHYSICAL strand of the
Framework.

This video shows an example of a

2. Write your ideas on post-it notes and put , .
good vs a bad group discussion

them on the posters in class.

v
@ o

https://youtu.be/d3Se6gHHhrw
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https://youtu.be/d3Se6gHHhrw



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3Se6gHHhrw

Developing discussion guidelines

THE-KOP\E pRaLE

I\N TUE GRoVP

WHEY
AREN'T
il SPEAKING
@ NERNONE ke CALMLY @
vhRT BiG
CONVERSAT op) -

RND THey|

SEE\C\E@B\ ] 2
INTERRULT (N,

Moke +ne peron
SN0 e
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Capturing students’ noticings

GOOD TALK :) ' speakina BAD TALK (

clear
voice

Summarise
the ideas. Doesn't
look at

speaker.

Doesn't
respect the
students'
opinions

Don't
interrupt!

Jamboard

©:ORACYLAB




Developing Discussion Guidelines

Padlet

padiet

@ LisaKester Dodgson + 13 @ 11me
’5 Class 1E Discussion guidelines

Here we shall build our own set of class discussion rules

GROUP 1

@ LisaKester Dodgson ==

1 Talk with your group and
create six rules for a good
group discussion. 2 Post
your rules under your group
number.

¢ Valuta

® Anonimo

1) Make sure that all the members
of a group will express their
opinion about a topic especially if
they know the topic

i Wi (15) Valuta

¢ Anonimo _1=

2) Before someone speak, he/she
has to raise his/her hand

kW % (17) Valuta

GROUP 2 ) R
# Anonimo 1Zme :

@ LisaKester Dodgsor] w8 5 2

1 Talk with your gf 6) A memeber can criticize an idea group and

createsixrulesf 1t can't criticize the person that ~ [/729°0d

group discussion n. 2 Post

your rules under y express it r your group

number.

¢ Valuta

= e W W W W (16) Valuta

1) speak one at a timg Iher people.

Wk % & (17) Valuta ta

¢ Anonimo ek ok ok (18] Valuta € Anonimo

2) speak everyone o 2) In a discussion group we need

e nime. - turn.

W&y (16 Valuta

® Anonimo D=

3) respect the ideas of the other
people

whel 4 Anonimo e

«4 &) if we have different opinion, in
the first time debate about the

«ory  reasons and the majority wins

* N

~ W% W W (17) Valuta

4) People can't scream but they
can only speak with loud voice

w R %Y (18 Valuta

e Anonimo =

People must explain the reasons
their opinion

i W (13 Valuta

Anonimo ==

Before deciding the group must
cuss slowly the reasons of the
oise

Wy (18 Valuta

Vittoria Poeta =

i +

Wk W (19 Valuta

¢ Anonimo -

3) In a discussion group we have
tolisten discussed other ideas.

GROUP 5

@ LisaKester Dodgson ==

1 Talk with your group and
create six rules for a good
group discussion. 2 Post
your rules under your group
number.

¢ Valuta

® Anonimo 7=

1) If you want to talk you have to
raise up your hand (good)

Wy (¢ valuta

€ Anonimo =

2) Don't interrupt the people that
are already talking because it's
frustrating and useful (good)

i W & (16) Valuta

¢ Anonimo 7=

Our Discussion Rules

@ sarah M Howell 2=

In this column, we shall
collect the most voted for
rules!

¢ Valuta

@ LudovicaMoliterni ==

In a discussion group we have to
listen and discuss
other ideas.

whRKY (12 valuta

@ LudovicaMoliterni -

Every people have to take part in
the conversation.

*h

¢ Anonimo 2=

e An

4) Ever 3) People can be in disagree but

in the

they have to respect other

*k s
opinions

W W W W (18) Valuta

(12) Valuta

Mengucci

thers's opinion

¥ (12] Valuta

Mengucci 1272

can criticize an idea but
ize the person that

Canva

OUR CLASS
DISCUSSION
GUIDELINES 4

2 Let’s talk. Don’t be shy.
We are here to improve..

3 Try to leam something about
the discussion.

4 Don’t be afraid to speak up or
share your thoughts.

6 Try to keep your tone calm
and polite.

Oracy - Liceo Leopardi 2021

©:ORACYLAB
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=

% Co-constructing guidelines for exg

~c¢. Talking Points p.20
d. Create Guidelines p.21
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Talking Points

Sharing ideas through Talking Points means that those who
find it hard to articulate their thoughts are helped to see
ways to do so as they listen to others.
Encouraging responses to tentative ideas increase
confidence to take part in classroom talk.

Lyn Dawes

©:ORACYLAB



Scaffolding talk
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Scaffolds - Elevating the quality of talk

e Scaffolding is a “process that enables a novice to solve a problem, carry out a task or
achieve a goal that would be beyond his unassisted efforts” (Wood, Bruner and Ross
1976, 90).

e A scaffold acts as a temporary supportive structure for a student to complete a task
they otherwise could not have (Graves, Watts and Graves 1994, 44). As students
become more confident, scaffolds will be needed less and less, until eventually they
are not needed at all.

Sentence stems Key vocabulary Modelling

©:ORACYLAB



Sentence Stems

* Atechnique that gives students the opportunity to
respond in the form of a complete sentence to
effectively communicate.

* Sentence stems provide scaffolding to help
students at all levels get started in speaking or
writing without the added pressure of thinking
about how to correctly formulate a response.

©:ORACYLAB



Student Talk Tactics

Workbook p.22

e Help start and maintain a conversation

e Give time to gather thoughts and structure
ideas

e Enable students to focus on what they
want to say

e Serve as a scaffold for expressing ideas

e Take away anxiety

Student Talk Tactics

& -
Instigate
Present an idea or open up
a new line of inquiry

££ 1 would like to start by saying
£E 1think
£& We haven't yet talked about

Instigate

a 3
Probe
Dig deeper, ask for evidence
or justification of ideas

£& Why do you think ?

€& What evidence do you have to
support X idea?

£€ Could you provide an example?

Probe

= N

Challenge
Disagree or present an
alternative argument

€& | disagree because
£E To challenge you X, | think

£E 1 understand your point of view,
but have you thought about ?

~
>

Clarify

Asking questions to make
things clearer and check
your understanding

£E So are you saying ?

£E Does that mean ?

£E& Can you clarify what you mean
by 2

main ideas

£E So far we have talked about

£& The main points raised today
were

£E& Our discussion focused on

Summarise

f N { '
Summarise Build @
Identi d the Develop, add
s e i it o

£€ Building on X’s idea

L& 1 agree and would like to add

£& X’s idea made me think
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Talk Tactics in Talk Trios

Silent Summariser

Trio Questioner

In my opinion...
| think...

This
suggests...

Linking to
that...
| disagree...

Have you
considered...

The main
points you
raised were...

Why do you
think...?
How might...?

C observes and gives feedback on a specific aspect of \
Oracy Expert oracy set as success criteria (taken from the Oracy
Framework.

Eg.
‘ “ - How well did they listen?
- Did they use key vocabulary accurately
- Were reasons or examples used to support views, etc /

A & B have a
discussion...

©:ORACYLAB



Oracy: English discussion

https://vimeo.com/390012608
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https://vimeo.com/390012608

- M M - Talking like a Mathematician &= Talking like a Computer Scientist )
Speak like a specialist D E ey th
|

It is the same / different... o |liked /| disliked...
This reminds me of... o | think that. ..
I can prove I'm right because o | made this model because. ..

We mjust remember.. because
There is one more/one less. ..

The purpose of my product is ...

My working out is the same / different than yours because... Innyopiif)n,lfeelﬂatl'mninuoveﬂisby...
s | am right because. .. | believe this programme is (good / bad) because ...

Another strategy you can use is... | found the process / skill of ... the most challenging because...
I learnt the word...and it means...

e Subject specific vocabulary,

S t t ot ek e « Based on my design criteria, | believe ...
o We .. So... it ca * | believe thi mbitious because...
. en ence S emS « A major difference between... and... is that. .. © Youooudis;p“::ﬂispmmctbyuf‘_enaybeyoucoddﬁy...
* | agree because... « | used the process / skill of .... because ...
» My strategy works because... * | can transfer the skill of... to ...
. L::gheclim_:amfs by... « The problems | faced were. .. | overcame these by...
H ® g « | believe the strengths / weaknesses are evident in the...
e Raises students
« | think the question means... so the answer means... Based ory e design ik Fhisves B vath
. Theref B on presented with....
awareness o :I::;wo:::ed nmﬂ::é;mwoum * In my opinion, the success of this product was... However, ...
e e it « Possible improvements may include. .
. Iboltedaiﬂlev«t.;bproﬁémamuolceitoﬂlesesteps... « This product has met / has not met the brief because ...
. e B e + I have come to the conclusion that...
e Become flexible, resilient | - e un wase s e e R
. o I'can visuaise this problem by. . « To create my product, it was essential to understand. ..
) : « When | began to critique my product, | found that ..
communicators el e e - e oo e, w13 o ..
« When | used the inverse, | noticed...

Plymouth Mayflower Academy, Talking like a Specialist Booklet
https://voice21.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Talking-Like-A...-1.pdf
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Teacher Talk Tacties scao dialogue

productive talk. Teachers have two additional tactics to employ in order to foster high-quality

Teacher Talk Tactics - A

/ N % N \
Instigate: Invite instigation: Suwmarise: Invite summary
* Let's start the discussion by... * Who would like to begin our + So far we have talked about... + Can anybody summarise the main
I + Has anyone considere discussion...? + The main points raised today were... points so far?
« Let's think about... + Does anyone have another idea...? + To summarise X's idea? + Could you summarise what X is
nstigate + Would anybody like to share a Summarise \_/ saying?
Present an idea or different point? Identify and recap « Who can recap the main ideas?
open up a new line the main ideas.
[] of enquiry.
o cailio classroom daia Og ue D S D =
- N R s o= ~

Probe: Invite probing: @ Build: Invite building

L] L] : : :
. + Why do you think...? + Would anyone like to probe what X @@ Bulldmg onXs idea... + Would anybody ke to build on X's
+ Could you provide an said? X's idea made me think.. idea?
PI’OM example of...? + Who would like to ask a probing ’U"d Tc develop X's idea... + Could you tell me more about..?
+ How do you know question? * Who can tell me why they might agree
Dig deeper, ask for . z Develop, add to 2
2

that? Does this remind you of anything with X?
bt we've learned before? or eisboraie. orean
justification of .

- Additional MOVeS: :---=-=--cceceeccemececeeeceececccecemeeeececeeceeeeecen——— -

. . . . . + Let me get this right, + Would anybody like to ask a clarifying - Did everyone hear what X just said? How does that help move us on?
Glarlfy what you're saying is. question? Mark « Did you notice how X just probed X's idea?
) + Canyou clanfy what + Could | just check your understanding
e Actively participate in class dialogue
make things clearer

+ What did X say to challenge X's idea politely?

Highlight an
important idea or
and check your | type of
understanding ! contribution

u n /- N N i R ik

I ‘ \ l l + Have you considered...? + Would anybody like to challenge H + I'm not sure | agree with that so I'm going to challenge X's idea... H
+ You mentioned X but what X's idea? ; M - 1 am going to clarify X's point to check I've understood correctt !

about....? + Does anybody have a counter : + It would be a good idea to summarise the points so far to help '

" " cha“ﬂnqe « Whatif...? argument? i odel Torwant.- H

Disagree or + Who disagrees with that point? ! Articulate the + 1:am going to refer to X to provide evidence for my point... 3

present an | thought processes :

alternative 1| underpinning talk. ;

_ argument ) N M

. I Orl I Iu Iate reS p0| lseS Clarify: Invite clarification : Mark H
+ So are you saying...? + Could anybody clarify what X is saying? « That's an important point.

i S ~ A
4 Wi

1152672 Company no. 081

Summarise: Invite symmary

+ So far we have talked about... » Can anybody summarise the main

Workbook p23 » The main points raised today were. . points so far?
s"m“‘arise + To summarise X's idea? » Could you summarise what X is

saying?

Who can recap the main ideas?

Ooooon

Identify and recap
the main ideas.

Summarise
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The Word Gap
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Vocabulary and Word poverty...

...how poverty is not just material
deprivation of the food you eat and
the clothes you wear but also the
words you hear.

...a child from a professional family will
hear 45 million words, a working-class
child 26 million, a child on welfare only 13
million - a gap of 30 million words!

People Like Us: What it takes to make it in
modern Britain, Hashi Mohamed (2020)
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The pandemic

92% of teachers think school
closures (due to Covid-19)
have contributed to a widening
of the word gap.

Oracy after the pandemic:
what Ofsted, teachers
and young people think about

oracy

Analysis conducted by
Will Millard, Loic Menzies
and Gabi Stewart

F The Centre
Y for Education

& Youth

C
E

Oxford Language Report (2020)
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Unlocking the world of words... «Explicit and engaging vocabulary teaching has the
power to promote independence in learners, ignite

imaginations, deliver understanding and raise
education standards in schools.»

Andrew Jennings

Describing words — adjectives Word Hippo — synonyms, examples
www.describingwords.io www.wordhippo.com

Pobble365 — photo + story Word Spy — random word
www.pobble365.com www.wordspy.com

dramality, grasscycling...

NiftyWord — associations
www.niftvword.com Great Expectations — word, quote

WWW.greatexpectations

©:ORACYLAB



http://www.describingwords.io/
http://www.pobble365.com/
http://www.niftyword.com/
https://www.wordhippo.com/
https://www.wordspy.com/
http://www.greatexpectations.org/schools/implementation/word-of-the-week/2020-word-of-the-week/

(=

Word of the Day -

m charity /2 a charity

\

Word Class: noun
ST . (1) the giving of money, food or help to people in need
Deflnltlon . (2) a non-profit organisation

(1) 1 gave my old clothes to charity.
(2) UNICEEF is a children’s charity.

(1) aid, welfare
Synonym 3 (2) a trust, a foundation, a fund
. (1) - (not donating)
Antonym . (2) a lucrative business
Talki ng pOi nt: Giving to charity is a waste of money. Howell - Kester
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Active listening
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Active listening

Teachers are often highly motivated to include
class discussions and groupwork/student-led
activities in their classes. However, in many cases
these activities fail to reach their potential because
students have not been instructed in the requisite
foundational skills. English Speaking Union (2018)

offer students tips on how to react when listening

model active listening ourselves

create expectations for these

monitoring the audience (and let students know!)

- Proof of Listening
(POL)

Y @ T
9 © [

ey v 1 ; Trad 6 (it W61 WTwiog
Wb L) 0 show engagaTeet

Voice21

Showing interest:

Really? OK. Wow! Ahh.
That’s interesting. Uh-uh.
Mmmm...

Yeah. | see. Lucky you!

Tip: use your intonation
and tone of voice to
communicate your
feelings (empathy,

: Think Big,
sadness, happiness) ;

OUP (2020)
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Listening Ladder

All students have
a copy and as they
listen they identify
what skills they
have been using
while listening.

Start on bottom
rung and work up!

7 dig deeper

5 react

3 eye contact

1 focus

Summarising the
speaker’s ideas

Asking questions
that dig deeper

Asking questions to
clarify understanding

Reacting and
refocusing

Offering nods or
short words of
encouragement

Giving eye
contact to the
speaker

Being calm and still

Giving 100% of
their focus to the
person speaking

8 summarise

6 clarify

4 encourage

2 calm & still

Workbook p.24

Voice21
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Talk Tokens

Create a more equal balance of talk

Reluctant speakers have the chance to contribute more
Louder students are required to listen more

Quieter students have an incentive to join in

Dominant students have to reflect on their contributions
Different coloured tokens for different types of talk
tactics

e Emojis for students online

©:ORACYLAB
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Talking about talk
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Talk detective feedback

’ Talk detectives] .I
Mystery to solve- What doeg 900d oracy |ook and sound like? VO

Who, or
this?

Which group js doing Further notes:

Physical

Are they Speaking loudly ang
clearly?

Are they using hang gestures?

Cognitive
Are they giving réasons for their
Opinions?

Linguistic
- Are they using ambitioys
Vocabulary?

Social ang Emotiona|
- Are they tracking the Speaker?

©  Arethey Making syre everyone
gets a turn to Speak?

Workbook p25 Voice 21
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Talk Detectives

Talk Detectives

Cognitive

- Do their responses build on each other’s?
- Do they give reasons for their opinions?

- Do they critically engage with each other’s ideas?
- Do they ask questions?

Social and Emotional

- How do students show they are listening?
- Do they make sure everyone gets a turn to speak?
- Is there an appropriate balance of contributions?

s Moo M AbREKCHT | EyER

brove s ™
e Bp) APRRACRIAT A
%“éfvt,uﬁﬂ& 5 R ST A
rrevt 27 NOT AN DRCANCE PRI 1
OREP 5 EERYoNE Goth A VRN to cBL M Revkdier 24
of NIRITONS
()”_.f 8 el € =78 & TRy < SPEAL R T
PEPROPRIAE PALANCE DX CONYRIBTI ) 5
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Hot words!

Controversy
Outrage

Political backlash
Diplomatic incident
Polarizing

Unity

Synergy
Peacekeeping
Recognition
Inclusiveness

©:ORACYLAB
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Harkness
discussions
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Harkness discussions

* A roundtable discussion in which
everyone has an equal voice.

 Teacher creates comfortable speaking
environment but rarely jumps in with
explanations or to fill silence.

» Students take ownership for the
conversation, and their thoughts and
opinions flows.

Phillips Exeter Academy

©:ORACYLAB




Harkness in 3 steps

1.  Set up the environment

2. Talk to the students about
Harkness

3. Choose a tracker and start

Add observation key to
encourage quality of talk

Tracking sheet
Philips Exeter Academy

©:ORACYLAB



Discussion Trackers

?

+
!

Observer’s key:

Asks a clarifying, probing or challenging question
Refers to the text to build on the discussion

Adds an insight to build on the discussion

—> Instigates a new line of conversation

C Builds consensus

D Makes meaningful co

Harkenss Tracking Tool, Voice21

Workbook p.26

Parlay Discussions
softward for PC/MAC

©:ORACYLAB
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= Workbook

% - Harkness Tracker p. -

- Articles p. 27-29

(@)

N
NS
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Setting up a Discussion

https://vimeo.com/388000845



https://vimeo.com/388000845

Today's tools...

The Oracy Framework
The Benchmarks
Groupings

Discussion Guidelines
Talk Tactics

Talk Tokens

Talk Detectives

Word of the Day
Listening Ladder

Fed in facts

Harkness tracker

“Talk is very slippery stuft.
It slips away, it happens and

then it's gone.”
Neil Mercer

©:ORACYLAB



Food for thought...

| | Think

?
e \What is the balance of pupil and teacher talk” it ove:p
e How does the talk support the learning? dont
over
e How are the four strands of oracy being developed? think.

e \What is the purpose of talk?

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww

e Are all students supported to participate in talk? How?
e Are there high expectations for talk? What are these?
e How is the talk modelled?

e \What opportunities for oracy are created?

®:ORACYLAB
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kL Once we get to a place where young people are trained, prepped,
pushed and encouraged to be articulate, where they can deploy a
wide vocabulary with a clarity of thought, and are armed with new
and exciting ideas, then we might be in a position to reshape the
current linguistic landscape in favour of social, cultural and ethnic
diversity.
Perhaps then we will have found a way of neutralising prejudices
instead of playing right into them.
Perhaps we will have conquered another corner of the social mobility
story and moved one step closer to a more equal society. yy

Hashi Mohamed

®:ORACYLAB
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@< ORACY LAB

Emall us: GIVING ALL STUDENTS A VOICE

smhowell@gmail.com

lisa.kesterdodgson@gmail.com

Tweet us: @oracyitaly

You can also join our Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/oracyitaly/

Work with us: oracylab@gmail.com

Coming soon: www.oracylab.org

Oracy ltaly Facebook Group
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