
EXPLAINING THE DIFFERENCE:
ORACY VS. SPEAKING SKILLS

Effective communication is an important skill in today's
interconnected world.  It helps the sharing of ideas, strengthens
relationships, and empowers individuals to express themselves. 
While speaking skills are often considered synonymous with
communication abilities, the concept of oracy presents a distinct
perspective. 
In this guide, we will explore the differences between oracy and
speaking skills, shedding light on their unique characteristics and
the significance they hold in various contexts.

UNDERSTANDING ORACY

Oracy refers to the ability to communicate effectively through
spoken language.
It encompasses not only the act of speaking but also listening
and understanding the spoken word. 
Oracy places emphasis on the overall communication
process, including the organisation of thoughts, clarity of
expression, active listening, and the ability to engage in
meaningful conversations. 
It is a comprehensive approach that includes both verbal and
non-verbal elements of communication.
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COMPONENTS OF ORACY

Oracy encompasses several components that contribute to effective
spoken communication:

VERBAL EXPRESSION

Oracy emphasises the ability to express thoughts, ideas, and opinions
clearly and coherently. It involves using appropriate vocabulary, grammar,
and sentence structure to convey meaning effectively.

ACTIVE LISTENING

An essential aspect of oracy is the ability to listen attentively to others. 
Active listening involves understanding, interpreting, and responding
appropriately to the spoken words of others, promoting effective
dialogue and mutual understanding.

CRITICAL THINKING

Oracy encourages individuals to think critically about the information
they receive and answer thoughtfully. 
It involves evaluating and analysing ideas, arguments, and perspectives,
allowing for meaningful engagement in conversations.

NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION

Non-verbal cues such as body language, facial expressions, and
gestures play a fundamental  
They contribute to the overall message being conveyed, adding depth
and context to spoken communication.
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SPEAKING SKILLS

While oracy includes speaking skills, it is important to distinguish
between the two. 
Speaking skills refer specifically to the ability to articulate thoughts and
ideas verbally. It focuses on the mechanics of speech, including
pronunciation, intonation, fluency, and presentation techniques.
Speaking skills are primarily concerned with the delivery of information,
whereas oracy encompasses the broader aspects of communication,
including listening and critical thinking.

SIGNIFICANCE AND APPLICATIONS

Both oracy and speaking skills are invaluable in various domains of life. 
Strong oracy skills enable individuals to engage effectively in educational
settings, promoting active participation, collaborative learning, and the
exchange of ideas. In professional settings, oracy empowers individuals to
communicate with clarity, negotiate, and resolve conflicts, improving
teamwork and productivity.

Speaking skills, on the other hand, are particularly important in public
speaking, presentations, and persuasive discourse. They contribute to
effective public speaking, enabling individuals to engage and captivate
audiences, convey messages convincingly, and inspire others.

In conclusion, while speaking skills are an important part of effective
communication, oracy represents a more comprehensive set of abilities.
Oracy emphasises not only the mechanics of speech but also active
listening, critical thinking, and non-verbal communication. 
Building strong oracy skills helps people communicate more confidently,
creating space for meaningful conversations and better understanding
between individuals.
By recognising the differences between oracy and speaking skills,
individuals can strive for comprehensive communication proficiency and
improve their interpersonal interactions in diverse contexts.
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